Resolution of refractory hepatic hydrothorax after chemical pleurodesis with minocycline.
Management of refractory hepatic hydrothorax is a challenge to physicians in clinical practice. We reported two patients with hepatic hydrothorax, non-alcoholic cirrhosis and rapidly recurring pleural effusion. They failed to improve with diuretics and repeated thoracentesis. Refractory hepatic hydrothorax was successfully treated by minocycline-induced pleural symphysis. After pleurodesis, ventilatory function returned to normal in both patients. No recurrence of pleural effusion was noted. We suggest that minocycline pleurodesis is an alternative treatment for refractory hepatic hydrothorax because it is simple, safe and effective.